
 
 

 

 Grade: 11th  
Unit Two: Writing Freedom (myPerspectives Unit 1)  

 Timeline: Quarter Two 
 
Unit Overview:  Whether it involves establishing a new country or ending the practice of slavery, the definition of freedom changes 
with time and place. It also depends on the people involved and the situations they face. Throughout history, people have used the 
power of the written word to explain and pursue their concepts of freedom. This unit has been designed to allow you to explore a 
range of different ideas, past and present, about the meaning of freedom.  
 
*Important note for AP teachers: You will be using the College Board approved curriculum. Contact your GT coordinator for access to 

the AP curriculum.  

STANDARDS ADDRESSED IN THIS UNIT 

ESSENTIAL (Ongoing Standards Highlighted) 
 

RL.11-12.1/RI.11-12.1 - Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 
RI.11-12.6 - Determine an author’s point of view, perspective, or purpose in a text in 
which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 
 
RL.11-12.6 - Analyze a case in which grasping perspective and/or purpose requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
 
W.11-12.1 -  Write arguments to support claims when analyzing substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant, sufficient evidence. 
 
W.11-12.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

SUPPORTING 
 

RL.11-12.5/RI.11-12.5 - Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts 
of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. Analyze 
and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 
including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.  
  
RI.11-12.7 -Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or 
formats (e.g. visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a 
problem.  
 
RI.11-12.8 - Delineate and evaluate the reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments in texts such 
as works of public advocacy or foundational documents. 
 
RI.11-12.9 - Analyze documents of historical and literary significance, including U.S. documents 
when appropriate, for their 
themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 
  
RI.11-12.10 - By the end of Grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the Grades 11-12 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
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W.11-12.5/L.11-12.6 - Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 
 
W.11-12.8 - Gather relevant information from multiple credible print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively.  
● Assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, 
and audience.  
● Integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source.  
● Follow a standard format for citation. 
 
 L.11-12.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking as appropriate for Grades 11-12. 
 
SL.11-12.1 - Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions 
• one-on-one 
• in groups 
• teacher-led 
with diverse partners on Grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 
 
SL.11-12.4 - Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and 
informal tasks. 

SL.11-12.3 - Evaluate a speaker's perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.  
 
SL.11-12.5 - Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to 
add interest. 
 
L.11-12.2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling as appropriate for Grades 11-12 when writing. 

● L.11-12.2.B - Observe hyphenation conventions. 
● L.11-12.2.C - Use appropriate punctuation (e.g., commas, ellipsis, dash, semicolon) to 

separate elements in a sentence. 
● L.11-12.2.D - Spell correctly. 

 
L.11-12.3 - Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.  

● L.11-12.3.A - Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte's Artful Sentences) 
for guidance as needed. 

● L.11-12.3.B - Apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 

 
 L.11-12.4 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on Grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

● L.11-12.4.A - Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

● L.11-12.4.B - Identify and correctly use patterns of word forms that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

● L.11-12.4.C - Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard 
usage. 

● L.11-12.4.D - Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 

Grade Below  
● RL.10.1/RI.10.1, RI.10.6, RL.10.6, W.10.1, W10.2, L10.1, SL10.1, SL10.4 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/19YQ37rdp-GLkdi_mzlbs8uFpVHjSFLOC5gULzialm1U/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

STUDENT-FRIENDLY LEARNING TARGETS 

Students will be able to:  
●  Read a variety of texts to gain the knowledge and insight needed to write about American freedoms. (RI.10) 
●  Expand Knowledge and use of academic and concept vocabulary. (RI.4) 
●  Write an argument that has a clear structure and that draws evidence from texts and original research to support a claim. (W.1) 
●  Conduct research projects of various lengths to explore a topic and clarify meaning (W.7) 
●  Note differences in language style over time and in various contexts. (L.1.a) 
●  Establish a writing “voice.” (L.1) 
●  Correctly use parallelism and verb tenses to convey meaning and enrich your writing and presentations. (L.2) 
●  Collaborate with your team to build on the ideas of others,develop consensus, and communicate (SL.1) 
●  Integrate audio, visuals, and text in presentations (SL.5) 

KEY ACADEMIC VOCABULARY 

● Analyze 
● Interpret 
● Argument 
● Claim 
● Counterclaim 
● Diction 
● Audience 
● Allusions 
● Tone 
● Parallel Structure 
● Propaganda 
● Credible 
● Plagiarism 
● Appeal (pathos, ethos, logos) 
● Rhetorical strategies 
● Anecdote 
● Symbolism 
● Rhetoric 
● Speaker 
● Audience 
● Rhetorical situation 
● Analogy 
● Persuasive 
● Purpose 
● Revise 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● What is the meaning of freedom? 
● What is the difference between seeing and knowing? 
● Do narratives provide strong evidence to support arguments about American freedoms? 
● What are the most effective tools for establishing and preserving freedom? 
● Why is the definition of “freedom” elusive in America? 
● Is liberty and justice attainable for all? 
● Why is it important to understand the foundational writings and ideology of early America? 
● When does the government have the right to restrict the freedoms of people? 
● When is the restriction of freedom good and necessary? 

TEXT OPTIONS 

● The Help by Kathryn Stockett 
● There There by Tommy Orange 
● Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
● Talking to High Monks in the Snow  

by Lydia Y. Minatoya 
● Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
● Citizen: An American Lyric by Claudia Rankine 
● Black Panther by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

Please read: The assessment process is cyclical, meaning after the first round of assessments are distributed, there should be a reteach, 
interventions, and enrichments. A second round of post-tests for students who did not reach mastery for each standard being assessed should 
be given.  
Pre-Assessments (Team Generated) 

● Week 2 or 3 
Formative Assessments (Team Generated) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dQ8YeMpGjsb_Yx1gyTuLKw09lhVkOOXi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M07SM43CgcPrrz-4iMJ2Exj5doNGPJ5I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M07SM43CgcPrrz-4iMJ2Exj5doNGPJ5I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M07SM43CgcPrrz-4iMJ2Exj5doNGPJ5I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F0Q26NTzk_YjeLA4lb25qz_ch3ajlZj1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F0Q26NTzk_YjeLA4lb25qz_ch3ajlZj1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F0Q26NTzk_YjeLA4lb25qz_ch3ajlZj1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10RcGJSdklYTeeq0SLwK-_bHxIWSPx5TX/view?usp=sharing


 
 

● Between Weeks 3-5  
Post-Assessments (Team Generated) 

● Week 6 
Weeks 7 - 9  

● Reteach/Remediate/Enrich/Reassess 

 

Intervention Plan 

Intensive 
➔ Conference with students about their 

progress, guide them in creating a plan 
for improvement. 

➔ Contact support staff, such as City 
Year for additional intervention 

➔ Partner with colleagues and/or 
co-teacher 

➔ Contact the student’s support system 
[parent/caregiver] 

➔ Plan specific supports for identified 
weak areas in students’ understanding 
of the content and/or skills 

 

Strategic - 
➔ Plan specific supports for identified 

weak areas in students’ 
understanding of the content and/or 
skills. 

Good to Go  
➔ Encourage students to work towards 

Level 4 in the Proficiency Scale(s), 
which will extend and deepen their 
understanding of the content and skills. 
 

 

 

Optional Instructional Plans 

Week 1 

Week 2  

Week 3 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VFXaswtOOHte7Eq37YmSwVoyMyjdr3sY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kwughfrQPUypGcGSzcJ1oTc7-11XEUd9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rc_ASq90ye7A5jPNO5P_oyz5negCmGxG/view?usp=sharing


 
 

Week 4 

Week 5  

Week 6 
 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  
 

● Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Playbook covering standards RI.11-12.1, W.11-12.2, and RI.11-12.6 

● Newsela myPerspectives Unit 1 Text Set - Nonfiction articles that align with the Writing Freedom Unit 

● Newsela articles aligned to novel selections for this unit can be found in the 11th grade literacy support group on Schoology (Access code: 
33G6-FP5C-MTN3H) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bNleC-ohRymC5QjmdEyTDq3aFu-eFFyj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JoAdYAp_Fanr40vbmxb6b3vVnuhkwpZX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VfH1JERBzwXPGsUoKc_0snV5Bt6Bzzgh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbMdAWM6D_yJljYH_J8PkJ4gu9A7g0B4/view?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/subject/ela/2000002745/2000022400/2000022230/2000022231

